
Apply to NSOTR for Registration and Licensure
• $150 application fee (paid to NSOTR)

Not eligible to write the 
NOTCE or to be licensed 
with NSOTR.

Options:
• Complete an approved 

Canadian OT program 
to meet NSOTR’s 
education 
requirements

• Consider alternative 
career paths

Register with CAOT to write the NOTCE:
• CAOT requires you to have written 

permission from NSOTR to register for 
the national exam

• NOTCE is offered 3 times yearly
• NOTCE fee: $755.00 CAD plus 

applicable taxes (paid to CAOT)

Receive Conditional Licence 
from NSOTR: 
• While waiting to write 

NOTCE, you may practice 
occupational therapy 
under supervision of a 
licensed OT

• You must find a job and 
supervisor before NSOTR 
can approve your 
Conditional Licence

• Annual Licensing Fee: 
$575 (paid to NSOTR)

Write NOTCE

Receive Practicing 
Licence from NSOTR 
once you meet all 
requirements:
• Annual Licensing 

Fee: $575 (paid 
to NSOTR – not 
required if you 
already have a 
Conditional 
licence)

Re-attempt NOTCE 
• maximum three 

attempts

Receive Certificate 
of Substantial 
Equivalency from 
ACOTRO-SEAS

Not Equivalent: SEAS determines if you can meet 
“Substantial Equivalency” by completing additional 
training (“Gap-filling”)

Gap-filling: 
Complete additional 
training required by 
ACOTRO-SEAS 

Apply to ACOTRO-SEAS for review of your international education credentials and 
competencies. SEAS will determine if you meet “Substantial Equivalency.”
• SEAS Fee: $4120.00 CAD, plus applicable taxes (paid in three installments to 

ACOTRO. Additional fees may apply)

Legend
ACOTRO: Association of Canadian Occupational Therapy Regulatory Organizations
SEAS: Substantial Equivalency Assessment System
CAOT: Canadian Association of Occupational Therapists
NOTCE: National Occupational Therapy Certification Examination
NSOTR: Nova Scotia Occupational Therapy Regulator
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Your Path to Becoming Licensed in Nova Scotia
INTERNATIONALLY-EDUCATED OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS
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Complete the SEAS Process:
SEAS determines if you meet “Substantial Equivalency.”
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