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COLLEGE of OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPISTS of NOVA SCOTIA

1. Call to Order
The AGM was called to order at 12:09pm by Christine Bray, (Chair of the Board).
2. Approval of Agenda

Motion: It was moved by Myrna King and seconded by Terry MclLaughlin that the Agenda be
approved as amended. Motion carried.

3. Approval of the 2018 AGM Minutes

Motion: It was moved by Joanne Comeau and seconded by Catherine Anne Murray that the June
14, 2018 Minutes be approved as circulated. Motion carried.

4, Annual Report — Motion to Receive the Annual Report

Jonathan Belbin, outgoing Registrar, reviewed highlights of the annual report including: the
COTNS strategic plan and registrant survey report; the recently formed Nova Scotia
Occupational Therapy Collective; COTNS transparency policy; cross jurisdictional practice;
request for new legislation and regulations; and the currency requirement. Updates from the
Credentials Committee, Practice Committee, and Investigations Committee were also provided
and the Continuing Competence Committee framework’s peer assessment process was
reviewed. Jonathan Belbin reported that the College had 53 applications and no new
complaints this past year.

The annual Report was unanimously received by the registrants.
5. Auditor’s Report — Motion to Receive the Auditor’s Report
The Auditor’s report was presented by Tonia O’Rielly, CPA, CA from Baker Tilley Nova Scotia.

Motion: It was moved by Niki Kiepek and seconded by Christine Marchessault that the Auditors
report be approved as circulated. Motion Carried.
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a. Motion to Appoint the Auditor for 2018-2019

Motion: It was moved by Dorothy Edem and seconded by Myrna King that COTNS accept Baker
Tilley as the 2019-2020 Auditors. Motion carried.

6. Call for Nominations for the College Board of Directors

There are 2 two-year positions and 1 one-year position available on the COTNS Board. Niki Kiepek
and Cherie Lewis are at the end of their 2-year terms and Christine Bray has stepped down from her
position leaving a one-year term vacancy.

Cherie Lewis submitted her name as interested in serving a two-year term.

Motion: It was moved by Christine Bray and seconded by Niki Kiepek that Cherie Lewis be
acclaimed to the COTNS Board of Directors. Motion carried.

7. Members’ Forum

Kevin Wong, the College’s incoming Registrar, reviewed data from the Ethics In Practice
Learning Module, reporting the following: 539 registrants completed the learning module;
10.8% were unsuccessful on their first attempt; 102 scored 5/6 on their first attempt; any
feedback received will be forwarded to the learning module working group for consideration;
the College may provide information session(s) regarding the learning module answers and
questions.

Questions posed by members:
Q: Will the College be sharing the rationale for the correct answers for the learning module or
provide feedback regarding these answers.

Response: This request will go back to the committee and learning module group for
consideration.

Q: When is the next Continuing Competence committee meeting?

Response: We anticipate the committee will regroup in September 2019.

Q: Who sits on the Learning Module Working Group?

Response: The College will not be identifying members of the learning module working group
for various reasons. Jonathan Belbin reported however that all members of the working group

have been vetted and selected from a variety of practice areas and a variety of areas across the
province.
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Q: What type of representation is on the Learning Module Working Group?

Response: Jonathan Belbin reported members were selected from various geographical areas
across the province as well as various areas of practice (i.e., mental health, pediatrics, acute
care, community). Jonathan encouraged members to contact the College if they would like to
volunteer on the committee.

Q: The questions for the exam look to be focused on direct care. Will there be non-
direct/clinical practice questions, or will there be an exemption for those who do not practice
direct care?

Response: Jonathan reported there will not be an exemption option as COTNS does not offer a
non-clinical only license; reassured members the structure of the exam will be much more
general and will not be addressing specific clinical competence; that the exam will be different
than that of British Columbia’s, which looks at specific clinical areas of practice. Jonathan noted
there will be an analysis of data after the roll out looking at clinical versus non-clinical practice.

Q: Is feedback on prep versus content exam, as prep did not seem to match the content. The
registrants expressed their opinion that they did not feel there was reason to not share answers
to questions; ethics has contextual influence.

Response: Jonathan indicated this is being looked at and will go back to the committee, noted
some questions may be recycled; that the College started with the Ethics learning module with
a focus on the process rather than knowledge base; he assured participants that the working
group did agree on answers and they anticipated a 5-10% failure rate; the next module will be
on documentation. Jonathan clarified that the learning module process for developing
guestions is much different than the Continuing Competence exam, caliber of questions will be
much better. If there is specific feedback, the College welcomes registrants to submit their
feedback to the Registrar.

8. Tentative date for the 2020 Annual General Meeting

The tentative date for the next AGM is June 18, 2020.

9. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 12:59pm by Christine Bray.

2019 AGM Minutes approved June 18, 2020
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